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Preface 


The 1974 edition of Profile, North Carolina Counties is the fourth in 
a series published biennially by the North Carolina Department of 
Administration, Office of State Budget. Its primary purpose is to provide 
a comprehensive collection of statistical information for use by state and 
local officials, planners, researchers and businessmen. In order to perform 
this function it was necessary to rely on the appropriate state agencies for 
the various data. Their assistance is gratefully acknowledged. 


In addition to updating the statistics which appeared in previous years, 
this edition of the "Profile" contains several innovations. These include 
Statistics on corrections, social services and health. We hope that these 
additions represent an improvement in this publication, making it a more 
usable instrument for decision making. Your comments and suggestions 
continue to be welcome, and will be considered when planning future issues. 


Gayle Burleson 


Introduction 


The Profile, North Carolina Counties includes economic and demographic indicators 
for each county, where available, in fifteen major categories: Agriculture, Area, Corrections, 
Education, Employment, Health, Highway Mileage, Industry, Motor Vehicles, Per Capita 
Income, Population, Sales and Use Tax and Retail Sales, Social Services, Travelers’ 
Expenditures, and Voter Registration. The statistical data in each category begins with 
1963 and continues annually through 1973 where possible--where NA is printed, the data 
was either not available or not compiled for that particular year. Footnotes, indicated 
by (*) are explained in the respective categories below. Further explanation and sources 
for each of the fifteen categories (listed alphabetically) are listed below: 


AGRICULTURE 


Acres of Harvested and Idle Cropland - N. C. Department of Agriculture, "North 
Carolina Farm Census Summary." 


Estimated Farm Income - Prior to 1972, estimates were made by the North Carolina 
Cooperative Agricultural Extension Service of North Carolina State University. Beginning 
with 1972, estimates were prepared by the N. C. Department of Agriculture, Federal-State 
Crop Reporting Service. 


The amounts are estimates of income from tobacco, cotton, peanuts, corn, grains, 
potatoes, fruits and vegetables, greenhouse and nursery, hay and other crops, livestock 
products, and government payments (also farm forests after 1971). 


AREA 


North Carolina State University, Department of Economics, "North Carolina Land 
Use Data." 


CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
North Carolina Department of Corrections. 


Prison Admissions - Division of Prisons. These figures reflect the number of "new" 
admissions and parole revocations in the State prison system by county of conviction. 
"New" admissions indicates those persons admitted for the first time that year, and does 
not imply that they have never before been incarcerated in the N. C. Department of 
Corrections. 


Parole Population - Division of Paroles. These figures reflect the number of persons 
on parole by county of Supervision. The State total includes the number of parolees whose 
county of supervision is not reported and those who have absconded; however, it does 
not reflect the number of parolees being supervised out-of-state. 


Probation Population - Division of Probation. The number of persons placed on 
probation by county of residence make up these totals. 


EDUCATION-ENROLLMENT 


Public Schools - N. C. Department of Public Instruction. These are final ninth-month 
enrollment figures for grades one through twelve for North Carolina’s public school system. 


Community Colleges - N. C. Division of Community Colleges. These figures are a 
total of fall quarter enrollment in curriculum and extension courses. 


Higher Education - The University of North Carolina. Statewide data does not equal 
the summation of the figures for all one hundred counties due to the inability to assign 
a home county to some students. Enrollment in private institutions may not include some 
non-reporting institutions. 


EMPLOYMENT 


North Carolina Employment Security Commission, Bureau of Employment Security 
Research. Beginning with 1970, total employment and unemployment rate estimates for 
North Carolina counties, areas and the State are based on new definitions and procedures. 
Current data are not comparable with data on work force concepts used prior to 1970. 
Data on manufacturing and nonmanufacturing employment continue on the same 
conceptual and methodological base as in the past. In general, the labor force estimates 
(beginning with 1970) for an area will differ from the work force estimate (prior to 1970) 
reflecting the adjustment to remove the effect of multiple job holding and the effect 
of commuting. The total unemployment rate is the ratio of the number unemployed to 
the number in the labor force. The removal of commuters from the labor force total 
will insure that the unemployment rates between areas are more comparable and are 
influenced only by differences in the severity of unemployment. "Average weekly earnings 
per worker" represents only those wages insured under the North Carolina Employment 
Security Law. Approximately eighty-eight percent of the State’s non-agricultural 
employment is subject to this law. 


HEALTH INDICATORS 
North Carolina Department of Human Resources. 


Infant Deaths - Division of Health Services, "Vital Statistics." An infant death is 
defined as death of a live born infant under one year of age. 


Primary Care Physicians - Cooperative Health Information System. Primary care 
physicians for purposes of this publication are defined as general practice, family medicine, 
internal medicine, pediatrics, gynecology and obstetrics. The doctors included in this count 
are non-federal practicing physicians as licensed by the North Carolina Board of Medical 
Examiners. (*) The 2 physicians shown for Camden County also serve Currituck County. 


Hospital Beds - Division of Facility Services. Hospital Beds for general use; pediatrics; 
eye, ear, nose and throat; rehabilitation and long-term care are included. The totals exclude 
beds provided for mental, neuropsychiatric, and pulmonary diseases. Also excluded are 
State supported hospitals except for North Carolina Memorial Hospital in Orange County 
which serves the general public. 


HIGHWAY MILEAGE 


North Carolina State Highway Commission, Planning Department. Figures include 
paved and unpaved mileage. 


INDUSTRY-NEW AND EXPANDED 


North Carolina Department of Natural and Economic Resources, Division of Economic 
Development. 


MOTOR VEHICLES 

North Carolina Department of Transportation, Office of Motor Vehicles. 
PER CAPITA INCOME 

North Carolina Department of Revenue, Tax Research Division. 
POPULATION 


United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1950, 1960, and 
1970 are actual census counts as of April 1, of the respective years. 1973 estimates are 
as of July 1. 


SALES AND USE TAX GROSS COLLECTIONS AND GROSS RETAIL SALES 


The 1973-74 tax rate for Autos, Planes and Boats is 2 percent. Counties will not 
add to North Carolina total because of unallocated amounts and rounding to the nearest 
dollar. 


SOCIAL SERVICES 
North Carolina Department of Human Resources. Office of Social Services. 


Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) - These figures include the total 
number of persons (adults and children) in families receiving AFDC payments. Changes 
in eligibility requirements and Social Security payments will affect the number of recipients 
in any given year. 


Aid to the Aged (AA) - One factor which has affected the increase in the number 
of recipients in some counties is the growing population of the age group applicable to 
this program. 


Aid to the Disabled (AD) - Changes in Social Security benefits and medical assistance 
payments are two of the factors which affect the number of recipients each year. 


TOTAL TRAVELERS’ EXPENDITURES 

North Carolina Department of Natural and Economic Resources, Division of Travel 
and Promotion. Expenditure figures refer to the cost of traveling on trips outside the 
commuting zone or local trade area in the State. This includes trips for all purposes, 
such as business, pleasure, and personal affairs; and the mileage includes passenger 
movement on all modes of transportation. 


VOTERS’ REGISTRATION 


North Carolina State Board of Elections. 
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NORTH CAROLINA'S COUNTIES AND THEIR 
RESPECTIVE MULTI-COUNTY PLANNING REGION 


Because of a variety of private and public planning and development organizations in various geographic and political subdivisions 
of the State, a need for some type of uniform system of multi-county regions for planning and development activities was recognized. 
The 1969 General Assembly enacted legislation defining a function of the N. C. Department of Administration as that of working 
cooperatively with counties, cities, and towns, and federal government, multi-state commissions and private agencies and organizations, 
in developing a system of multi-county planning regions to cover the entire State. 
The following factors were used in reaching a tentative decision about where boundaries should be established: 
1. The economic and social interrelationships between urban centers and the surrounding areas, 
2 Existing cooperative programs among counties and municipalities, 
3. At least three counties in each region, 
4. A population base of a least 100,000 people in each region, and 
5. The existence of mountain ranges or rivers that might separate one region from another. 


Establishment of these regional boundaries was achieved by a coordinated effort of people from all levels of government. 


Following is an alphatetical listing of North Carolina’s 100 counties, designating their respective planning regions: 


County Region County Region County Region County Region 
Alamance G Cumberland M Johnston 4 Randolph G 
Alexander E Currituck R Jones P Richmond H 
Alleghany D Dare R Lee a Robeson N 
Anson H Davidson G Lenoir Pp Rockingham G 
Ashe D Davie G Lincoln F Rowan F 
Avery D Duplin P McDowell c Rutherford c 
Beaufort Q Durham J Macon A Sampson M 
Bertie Q Edgecombe L Madison B Scotland N 
Bladen N Forsyth G Martin Qa Stanly F 
Brunswick fe) Franklin K Mecklenburg F Stokes G 
Buncombe B Gaston F Mitchell D Surry G 
| Burke E Gates R Montgomery H Swain A 
Cabarrus F Graham A Moore H Transylvania B 
Caldwell E Granville K Nash id Tyrrell R 
Camden R Greene P New Hanover ie) Union F 
Carteret Pp Guilford G Northampton E Vance K 
Caswell G Halifax [e Onslow P Wake J 
Catawba E Harnett M Orange 4 Warren K 
Chatham J Haywood A Pamlico P Washington R 
Cherokee A Henderson B Pasquotank R Watauga D 
Chowan R Hertford Q Pender fe) Wayne P 
Clay A Hoke N Perquimans R Wilkes D 
Cleveland Cc Hyde R Person K Wilson 1b 
Columbus [@) Iredell F Pitt Q Yadkin G 
Craven P Jackson A Polk Cc Yancey D 
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